
NTGPE training location requirement FAQs 

There will be a change to NTGPE mandatory training requirements from 2019.1 (4 February 2019). The 
changes are in relation to the 6 month mandatory remote placement. This change will apply to all GP 
registrars in the AGPT program in the Northern Territory no matter what year they joined, unless they have 
completed NTGPE’s current remote training requirement by this date. 

The GP/PRR* term training requirements have been established to maximise the education and training 
opportunities for registrars in preparation for fellowship exams and to respond to the workforce needs of the 
Northern Territory.  It uses the Modified Monash Model (MMM) geographical classification system which is 
progressively being introduced to a range of health workforce programs.   

The requirements have been designed to balance the needs and expectations of the training posts and GP 
registrars.  It seeks to encourage more registrars to take up positions in more remote regions and will be 
accompanied with a modified subsidy scheme and additional education support to registrars working in 
MMM7 regions:  

• At least a 6-month FTE post in a MMM7 region, minimum 3 nights per week and/or   

• At least 12-months FTE post (or training posts) in a MMM6 region.  

*includes community based ESP/AST/ARST terms but excludes hospital based posts. 

 

The following GP/PRR term requirements will remain as is: 

• A 6 month FTE Aboriginal health training post, if town based AMS or FIFO minimum 2 days clinical per 
week over 6 months (ASH, KDH, GDH & TCH excluded). 

• A 6 month FTE mainstream post is recommended. 

• Must be in the Northern Territory for GP/PRR terms. 

• Under exceptional circumstances may start on leave. Refer to AGPT Leave Policy 

 

To help GP registrars and training posts understand the requirement we have developed FAQs which will be 
added to as we receive questions. 

 

Q: If a GP registrar currently in the program has completed the current training rule >100kms outside 
Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2, do they have any further requirement? 

A: NO – if a GP registrar has completed the current training requirement of >100kms outside of Darwin or 
Alice Springs by the end of the 2018.2 they have completed their remote requirement. 

 

Q: If a GP registrar has completed six months in Alice Springs prior to the end of 2018.2, will they need 
to complete a further 12 months in Alice Springs to meet the new MMM6 requirement? 

A: NO – they will only have to complete another 6 months in a MMM6 or MMM7 because they have not 
completed the current training rule >100kms outside Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2, 
NOR have they completed 12 months in Alice Springs (or MMM6).

https://www.ntgpe.org/gp-registrars/placements
http://www.doctorconnect.gov.au/internet/otd/publishing.nsf/Content/locator
http://www.agpt.com.au/About-Us/Policies/AGPT-Policies-in-effect-1-January-2017
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Q: If a GP registrar has completed six months in Alice Springs prior to the end of 2018.2 and only has six 
months left in training in 2019.1, will they need to apply for a further MMM6 placement or perhaps 
an MMM7? 

A: YES - they have to complete another 6 months in a MMM6 or MMM7 because they have not 
completed the current training rule >100kms outside Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2, 
NOR have they completed 12 months in Alice Springs (or another MMM6) location. 

 

Q: If a GP registrar has not completed the current training rule >100kms outside Darwin or Alice Springs 
by the end of 2018.2, and has not completed any time in Alice Springs what is the requirement? 

A: If a registrar currently in the program has not completed the current training rule >100kms outside 
Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2 then they will need to be selecting placements for 2019 
that meet the new rule (12mths MMM6 or 6mths MMM7). This will be important because if the 
registrar has only 6 months left on the program then they will have to undertake an MMM7 for their 
2019.1 placement. 

 

Q: If a GP registrar has completed twelve months in Alice Springs prior to the end of 2018.2 what is 
their training requirement? 

A: If a GP registrar currently in the program has not completed the current training rule >100kms outside 
Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2 BUT they have completed 12 months in ASP (not in H/CCT 
terms or hospital based ESP/AST/ARST posts) then this will be accepted as meeting this training 
requirement. 

 

Q: If a GP registrar has completed twelve months in Alice Springs or Katherine hospitals in H/CCT terms 
prior to the end of 2018.2 and has not completed any other training in MMM6/MMM7 what is their 
training requirement? 

A: As these are hospital/CCT terms then it appears the GP registrar has not completed the current 
training rule >100kms outside Darwin or Alice Springs by the end of 2018.2.  The GP registrar will need 
to complete the new requirement of 6 months MMM7 or 12 months MMM6 in a non-hospital 
placement. 

 

Q: Does my 12 months MMM6 have to be in the same location e.g. 12 months Katherine or 12 months 
Alice Springs OR in the same training post in the MMM6 location? 

A: NO your 12 months MMM6 can be in two different MMM6 placement locations e.g. Jabiru and 
Katherine. You also do not need to do your MMM6 placements consecutively, however keep this in 
mind when selecting placements. This also means that you do not need to undertake your MMM6 in 
the same training post.  
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Q: Seeing how my current training time in Alice Springs is going to be counted towards meeting the 
new MMM6/MMM7 training location requirement that comes into effect next year, so I think I am 
technically in my remote term now,  can I please have a respite break’ 

 

A: NO: The current remote requirement for 2018 is >100 kilometres outside of Darwin or Alice Springs 
and therefore these are the placement locations that attract remote subsidies as per current subsidy 
policy which remains into effect until 3 Feb 2019.  

The recognition of Alice Springs placements undertaken prior to 4 Feb 2019 towards meeting the new 
MMM6-MMM7 training requirement is a concession however this does not extend to subsidies. 
(noting hospital based ESP/AST/ARSTs would not count towards meeting the MMM6 requirement) 

 

 

 

 


